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CATS ARE ALL GRAY IN THE DARK
It’s quite a jump from an Azimut 68S to a 154’ semi-custom build, but having a very clear idea of what he wanted to
use his yacht for Panthera’s owner set his trusted aide to the task of designing and building him a sizeable day boat.
The result is as surprising as it is impressive… as we discovered during a visit aboard in Ibiza.
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MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’
> SPECIFICATIONS
LOA: 154’2” (47.00M)

PROPULSION: STRAIGHT SHAFT/5-BLADE PROPS

LWL: 138’3” (42.15M)

GENERATORS: 2X 105KW NORTHERN LIGHTS

BEAM: 28’9” (8.80M)

STABILIZERS: AT ANCHOR FINS

DRAFT: 8’6” (2.60M)

BOW THRUSTER: 90KW BY NAIAD

DISPLACEMENT (FULL LOAD): 364 TONS

MAX SPEED: 24-KNOTS

DISPLACEMENT (HALF LOAD): 340 TONS

CRUISING (85% RPM): 22-KNOTS

GROSS TONNAGE: 492 GT

RANGE @ 22-KNOTS: 1,140NM

FUEL CAPACITY: 14,530 US GAL (55,000L)

RANGE @ 12-KNOTS: 3,400NM

WATER CAPACITY: 3,170 US GAL (12,000L)

CLASS: ABS + A1 COMMERCIAL YACHTING SERVICE +AMS

BLACK/GREY WATER: 1,749 US GAL (1,749L)

FLAG: CAYMAN ISLANDS

GUEST ACCOMM: 10 IN FIVE CABINS

BUILDER: AZIMUT BENETTI SPA

CREW ACCOMM: 9 IN FIVE CABINS

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE: AZIMUT BENETTI SPA

MAIN ENGINES: 2X MTU 16V 4000 M73L

EXTERIOR DESIGN: AZIMUT BENETTI SPA

POWER: 2,880KW @ 2,050RPM

INTERIOR DESIGN: OWNER’S TEAM/AZIMUT BENETTI SPA

Building any new superyacht requires
lashings of inspiration and plenty of
imagination. When it came to building
Panthera, the inspiration was in fact
Imagination herself. The 155’ Imagination was
the first in the line of the new Benetti 500
series, constructed for a Greek owner in 2010
who desired a large fast displacement yacht with plenty of space to
facilitate his physical disabilities. That hugely successful yacht
remains much loved by her owner who generally keeps her moored
in one of the marinas near Athens.
When the German aristocrat Wilhelm Von Finck sought to upgrade
from his Azimut 86S to a very much larger superyacht version of the
same thing, he naturally turned to Benetti. His requirements called
for a fast, stable platform that he could home base in Ibiza and use
for his five-or-so week summer vacations in the Balearics Islands
each year. The Azimut 86 had been used in the role of a day boat,
cruising the coast until the owner and his guests would choose a
pleasant anchorage in which to while away the day, before returning
home to the marina each evening. In short a day boat that could
carry jet skis and provide the perfect venue for lunchtime parties.
There was no requirement for long range, nor even the need of a
tender, with the owner preferring to use the launch services provided
by his favored restaurants in the bays where he anchored.
The Benetti 500 Imagination offered the perfect starting point. It was
not long before Cornelsen & Partner, a German based firm of Naval
Architects and the appointed project managers were sent to Greece
to inspect her. They did so with a view to drawing up the

B

specification for FB502, the superyacht that would in time
become Panthera. History, family trust and loyalty played an
important role in securing the assignment for the project
management team. The firm Cornelsen & Partner was founded in
2011 by long-time project manager Jens Cornelsen teaming up
with Max Riedl. Cornelsen had cut his teeth handling the build
and refits of large sailing boats; the likes of the serial Foftein and
Borkumriff yachts.
It was Borkumriff that provided the connection for this latest
assignment. The 101’ (31m) schooner Borkumriff II built in 1980
is perhaps the starting point of our story. The original owner of
the yacht was Baron William Von Fink and after his death in
1992 the yacht passed to his widow, who most recently built
Borkumriff IV. These were the parents of Wilhelm Von Finck
who commissioned Panthera.
Another important member of the Panthera team was Nadine
Billal who began working for the owner eight years ago, initially

Designed with a very clear
understanding of the owner's taste
and intended use of the yacht, MY
Panthera's predominantly
silver/grey palette is accented by
dramatic splashes of color in
surprising places to delightful effect.

MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’

Elements like a Golden Gun lamp by Philippe Starck
in the master stateroom, and the tear drop Gessi
taps and Bisazza mosaics in the en-suite, all add
considerable humor to Panthera's unqiue character.

as his personal assistant handling his private affairs. Slowly her job
evolved to the point where she took on the role of refurbishing his
homes and apartments around the world. It was a charge that she
was good at and enjoyed, and so she was the natural choice when it
came to appointing her into the new role of owner’s representative.
Nadine came to the job with a mind uncluttered by superyacht
conventions. Indeed at the time of her first visit she had never even
been on board a yacht of over 100’. In her mind she saw the space
as the perfect place to create a New York style loft apartment.
Drawing on inspiration from photographs published in superyacht
magazines, Nadine sketched out plans and drew up designs for
what she knew her boss would like. Such a radical departure from
the norm at first did not go down smoothly with the wellestablished and very successful interior design team at Benetti in
Livorno. In fact it might be correct, if a little over dramatic, to
suggest both parties drew up battle plans for a war of ideas that
would see very little in the way of compromise. Nadine Billal felt an
interior with cool and stylish loose furniture would give more
freedom, Benetti felt she was jeopardizing the yacht’s resale value
by straying too far from their favored more integrated interior.
Billal said “They kept telling me that it was not common for yachts,
and that my concept was too edgy, but in the end we found a good
solution working together. I had to be firm with them to get what I
wanted, but had to be practical at the same time. I went to visit
Imagination, the first of this series of yacht when she was out in
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MOST YACHTS INCLUDE FIXED CABINETRY, BUT PANTHERA
BREAKS WITH TRADITION BY INCLUDING FREESTANDING
FURNITURE... A SUBJECT OF PASSIONATE DISCUSSION
BETWEEN THE OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE AND THE
SHIPYARD, WHO WERE MINDFUL OF RESALE VALUE.
MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’

Athens. I had no real idea of what to expect when I flew out and
have learned so much since. From having no real knowledge of
yachts when I started, to the point that I felt very much at home in
the shipyard during the final stages of the build. Having the ability
to call for and study 3D image renderings for all changes I
specified was essential.”
In the end, the old adage of the customer is always right proved to
be the saving factor and apart from a few ideas vetoed by concerns
over vessel safety, Nadine Billal handed over to the owner a
superyacht of her own unique and personal inspiration that
followed her knowledge of the owner’s taste. The end result is a
stunning blend of refreshing ideas coupled with lifestyle
practicalities that revolve around the way the yacht is to be used,
rather than convention. Panthera is this refreshing in style, bright
and airy and–utilizing loose rather than fitted furniture–is very
definitely not your average superyacht!
Grey is the base color of the whole design of Panthera, from her
silver metallic hull, grey caulked decks to her grey themed interior.
Patches of bright color highlight the interior with unexpectedly
vivid cushions, chairs and bulkheads. The use of vibrant colors is
continued inside a locker here or space there, indeed the concept
plays in your mind to the point you have to open every drawer and
cupboard just to find the secret surprise Billal has concocted for
your visual stimulation. It is a clever and hugely effective
technique. Thus the grey is far from dull, the result is cool and
elegant and unexpected bursts of hidden color are as invigorating
as a rainbow on a rainy day.
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Large picture windows frame
panormaic views that guests can
enjoy from their raised berths.

The Owner’s love of Armani styling is clear with much of the
furniture, fabrics and fittings from the design house, supplemented
by those made in-house by Benetti to compliment the Armani
pieces. The other theme throughout the yacht is the use of limited
edition Lumas photographs of models as artwork on the walls,
they’re primarily black and white, though some, like the yacht,
provide an unexpected burst of color.
Accessing the main deck saloon via the aft deck has the immediate
impression of an entrance to an apartment rather than a yacht. To
starboard two bright red chairs enhance the feel of a lobby, while
the glass fronted grey color scheme of the two freestanding
cupboard units hide the first of the secret surprises, a bright red
interior. It is the use of contrasting textures and materials that
make this yacht stand out from the crowd. Marble flooring in the
lobby transitions into a dark colored lapi wood by Italian wooden
floor specialists Tabu for the rest of main saloon and dinning area.
Laid across the beam in an unusual diamond pattern the effect is
visually quite stunning.
“I had to search hard to find the right woods to use because I
wanted a textured finish not just lacquered one,” Nadine tells us.
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TIME WITH…

NADINE BILLAL

OWNER’S REPRESENTATIVE

MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’
For some owners, the interior design of a
brand new superyacht is a crucial part of
the building process. For the owner of
Panthera however it was phase he could and
did willingly afford to pass onto others in
his employ. Nadine Billal joined his staff
some eight years ago and currently holds
the title of Asset Manager. She has over the
years been responsible for all his real estate
assets in Germany and wider Europe.
During that time she has remodeled two of
his existing properties and been
responsible for the way the Azimut 86 was
furnished.
Where did your inspiration
from interior design spring from?
“When I was a young girl my parents built
houses I was always interested in
architecture and interior, pouring over the
plans the architects sent to them. I would
accompany my mother when she visited
interior stores as part of her work and I
loved that aspect of the process. So while I
have no formal training in interior design I
am still really interested in the subject.
Eight years ago I joined the boss as his
personal life PA and the job has evolved as
we have grown together. Inevitably the
interior design of his homes and offices
became part of my job description as Asset
Manager, it is an aspect of my work that I
take very responsibly. I always input
directly with the architects, I work with
them and like them to share my
enthusiasm for design, to see things the
way I envision them.
So how intimidating was
it attempting a yacht interior?
I do not have a background in boating, but

maybe decorating the smaller Azimut
led to me not being daunted by the
undertaking of Panthera. It was decided
early on that there was no real interest
in hiring a big name to put a signature
on an interior, especially when we
already knew in our own minds what the
interior of the new yacht would look
like. Benetti have a very good set up
when it comes to interiors, they know
what can be done and what cannot.
They have the experience and the
practical knowledge. I on the other hand
was the person who had to keep the
project on track and make sure it all
turned out how I knew in my heart it
should.
What were the compromises
that you had to make?
Sure, occasionally I had to compromise
and take heed of practical restraints but
not often. There was one occasion when
I had conceived that the bunks in the
cabins should appear to float above the
deck. There was nothing wrong with
what I had drawn but I had to concede
that my design, pretty that is was,
precluded the easy storage of spare bed
linens in the cabins and this factor
would make the working life of the crew
a little more difficult. So I was
persuaded to alter my opinion. Mostly
however Panthera is how I very first
envisioned her.
What was your goal
with the interior design?
I had always set out to create a
refreshingly simple design that would
stand the test of time. I wanted her to be
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modern yet cozy, have a harmonious blend
of open space and fabrics and look much
more like a New York loft than a yacht
club. I think we have achieved that goal.
The boat is designed to be fun in use and
that was a key consideration when it came
to our choosing how many cabins she
should have. Given that she acts more as a
day boat than a blue water cruising yacht
she did not need so many cabins. I was as
a result able to allocate more space to
create a spectacular VIP suite and a
stunning master stateroom.
What elements and highlights
stand out for yourself?
I am particularly proud of the way we have
laid out the parquet floor in the main
salon. It is a sort of diamond shape that
creates the impression of space and draws
the eye, but my own personal favorite
space has to be the area that surrounds the
Jacuzzi on the sun deck. Sitting there,
enjoying a sun-downer, looking across a
quite anchorage as the sun slips slowly
under the horizon is my idea of heaven.
Perhaps my favorite cabin is the VIP on
the upper deck. I love light and those great
big windows let it flood into the yacht but I
would be just as happy in any of the
cabins, honestly because I like them all.

Wood plays an important part in the overall feel of luxury, nothing
has been randomly chosen in the hope that it will mix and match.
For example, the same wood was used for both the trays that sit on
the tabletops and the wall liners.
Like any well designed open plan apartment, the main saloon and
dinning room flow easily one into another. The sofas lying formally
along the port and starboard sides of main saloon could make the
area seem stiff, but the bright scatter cushions shout informal. The
dinning area is also a mix of formal and informal with two electric
blue chairs adding a note of surprise to the grey of the rest of B&B
Italia chairs and the large, ten-person Armani Casa dining table.
Benetti has created the low unit place athwart ship to subtly
partition the seating area from the dinning room.
German Mono cutlery finished in a dark grey graphite colored
stainless steel has been chosen as a contrast and compliments the
simple flowing lines of white tableware from Deva Mikko and the
grey of the table itself. When not laid the table is adorned with two

OPTING FOR JUST
THREE GUEST
CABINS ON THE
ACOMMODATION
DECK PROVIDES
SPACE FOR A
GENEROUS FULLBEAM VIP SUITE...

And your experience
with the build team…?
Working with the team at Benetti and
alongside Max Riedl of Cornelsen &
Partner was an enlightening experience,
one that taught me a great deal. I hope it is
not the last occasion on which I share the
joy of doing so. After all the pasta in Italy
is a great attraction as well!
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The main stairs down to the lower deck lead to two compact
double-berthed cabins and a VIP cabin amidships, mirroring the
design and materials of the master suite but with their own special
touches to brighten the overall grey and neutral color scheme. Each
private ensuite has the unusual Gessi fittings and dramatically
different Bisazza mosaics in the large shower areas. The full beam
VIP has a large double berth, which unlike the low one in the
master suite, has storage underneath, a valuable commodity on any
yacht. It comes as no surprise now that the dressing table and
cupboard hide a bright shocking red interior matching the stool
and cushions on the bed. Towards the bow and with a separate
entrance, there are four twin-bed cabins for the crew. The
mechanical room is astern of the VIP cabin; and even further astern
is the garage which accommodates both a tender and jet ski, with a
large door opening onto a marvelous stern swimming platform
providing over 100sqft for beach chairs, shower, and a highly
original custom-designed trampoline.
The upper deck is home to a second VIP cabin, the captain’s cabin,
and a simply equipped navigation bridge that has all the essentials

beautifully crafted panthers by Lalique, which not only explains the
name of the yacht but confirms the love the owner has for these
stealthy big cats.
Perhaps our favorite place on the yacht is one of the smallest rooms
aboard, the powder room or day head on the main deck. A huge
mosaic butterfly on the wall is unexpectedly feminine but
redeemed by being black and white, however the piece de la
resistance is the wonderful Gessi tap for the basin, a pipe that
stretches from the ceiling and ends in a drop as a spot at the tip.
Entering the master suite it is no surprise to find an iMac gracing
the owner’s desk in the study area. No one enjoying this style of
yacht would be happy to accept less than an iconic Apple
computer. The Phillipe Starck table lamp in a gold gun design was
a surprise, though with all the hidden gems throughout this yacht it
should have been almost expected. From the study, with its walk-in
dressing room to port, steps lead up to the Owner’s en-suite and on
to the cabin. Black and white, Yin and Yang best describe the
master bathroom; black dominates the entrance area, then white
around the washbasin highlighted with a dark sink and more tear
drop Gessi taps, and finally moving into a huge dark walk in
shower area with marvelous swirling Bisazza mosaics and a big
window preventing it feeling in any way gloomy.
The full beam forward cabin is flooded with light from both sides
and full-length floor to ceiling picture windows facing forward. At

From a performance point of view, Panthera is
faithful to her name, sleek, lightweight and
fast. She achieves 24-knots at full speed and a
3,400nm range at economical cruise.

the insistence of ABS Class authorities, a heavily engineered
pantograph door replaces the sliding patio style that the owner would
have preferred and leads out onto the foredeck. With spectacular view
towards the bow the private exterior lounge ensures maximum
privacy for the Owner when at anchor or stern-to in port.
The bedroom, whilst very much following the theme of the yacht, has
a strong 70s feel as a result of the swirling greys of the long shaggy
Kymo carpet and the wide low bed. Open the dressing table inset to
starboard and the calm colors of the cabin are enlivened by the bright
pink interior, Nadine Billal has been at it again.
The last area on the main deck is dedication to food preparation and
service; the gleaming galley set to port and leading out to the dinning
area. Compact and well-equipped with commercial equipment, the
galley is light and lustrous with stainless steel and white pearled
lacquer finish… it almost feels it should be left in its pristine
condition, unsullied by the chefs.
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TIME WITH…

MAX RIEDL

PROJECT MANAGER,
CORNELSEN & PARTNER

MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’
You’ve worked on some exciting
projects Max, give us a brief history…
I was a former navigator on destroyers in
the German Navy and studied naval
architecture in Hamburg before working
closely with Frank Neubelt of Newcruise
for 4-years. I was therefore associated with
significant projects like 777, Siren, Luna
before joining Blohm+Voss where, as
Project Manager I was responsible for the
complete exterior and outfitting of the 531’
(162m) Eclipse for 4-years. I began
working with Jens Cornelsen of Cornelsen
& Partner in December 2011 and became a
full partner in the firm during 2013.
At what stage did you
become involved in Panthera?
I joined the project in December 2011
when the hull was 80 percent completed
in bare aluminum and a first
superstructure section was about to be
welded onto it. We saw very little of the
yacht’s owner during the building process.
Our main point of contact throughout was
Nadine Billal who had been established as
the owner’s representative. My firm
advised her in all aspects of the
development of the yacht, which included
answering design questions she had,
preparing and explaining options she was
faced with in building what is essentially a
semi-custom yacht. We looked after the
project management, building process
and all technical aspects.

Panthera’s not your traditional Benetti…
That Panthera is a true Benetti is
unquestionable, but I think the combination
of her silver metallic paint, grey deck
caulking and polished stainless steel deck
parts gives her a cool, modern and stylish
look that sets her apart from other Benetti
yachts. The yacht was built at the yard
operated by Pisa Super Yachts, who are an
exclusive partner of Benetti. This afforded
us good transparency and control of the
processes because it is a rather small
shipyard, with a fast and responsive
structure. A relatively small shipyard can of
course also have down sides for a project of
this size, but in the case of Panthera we
were very satisfied at the end with the
results the shipyard achieved.
The exterior design and
livery is very distinctive…
Both class and flag placed some restrictions
on the heights of bulwarks and rails yet
despite this, we still managed to maintain a
sleek profile and the exterior design was
fixed more or less at the time of the contract
signing, so we were not given the
opportunity to alter the actual exterior lines
of hull and superstructure much.
Nevertheless the visibility from the bridge
is one aspect that has suffered from this
design. We minimized this effect as much
as possible by rearranging equipment,
moving it from the superstructure to the
mast to let the yacht appear as clean as
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possible. Here and there we have used
some small optical tricks to optimize her
clean look. I think using silver metallic
paint helps show every surface angle
change during daylight and it does so in a
different shade of silver which helps
enhance her visual appearance without
making her look massive. It is for sure one
of the decisions that influenced the look
of the yacht most.
Were there any particular engineering
challenges in this build?
We encountered no real engineering
challenges during construction, mostly
because what few there had been had
been eliminated during the build of hull
#1. We visited Imagination the first hull at
the very beginning of the creation of
Panthera to identify potential for
improvements, which finally made their
way into her design and details. That said,
the Classification society, worried by the
consequence of seas breaking over the
bow had changed their minds over the use
on Imagination of a sliding glass door
forward onto the foredeck. Benetti then
developed a beautiful and superbly strong
stainless steel pantograph door that won
the approval of Class and has become a
highlight of the yachts exterior design.
Locking down with 6 cylinders, it looks
and sounds like it could be part of a
James Bond movie set when in use and is,
I think, truly impressive.”

Panthera's strong silver leitmotif continues
even through the caulking of the teak deck, as
can be seen here on the upper deck's aft terrace.

THE UPPER SALON
IS A DESIGNATED
PARTY ZONE AT
NIGHT, COMPLETE
WITH RGB LIGHTING,
SMOKE MACHINE,
STROBE LIGHTS,
A CUTTING EDGE
AV-SYSTEM AND
VERTICAL SELFEXPRESSION
APPARATUS...

and none of the frills. It is the upper deck sky lounge however
that is one of the Panthera’s really rather special areas and one
that packs in the most surprises. Think sixties-style disco club
and add a classy smut of Reeperbahn and this may go someway
to explaining the orange fur lined walls. By day the space is a
fully equipped media room, with sofas by German brand
Tommy M and a maxi sized 46-inch movie screen. By night the
room can be transformed into a discotheque, complete with
strobe lights, smoke machines, RGB LEDs and is completde
with a cutting edge stereo sound system. There’s even a highend vintage turntable for vinyl records at 33 and 45 rpm. We are
not sure if we should mention the floor to ceiling poles, which
are perfect for…well need we go on? Clearly they offended
someone at the yard, they are airbrushed out of the officially
released photographs. Outside on the same deck, astern of the
sky lounge, is a large covered area with couches and loungers,
while up above the sundeck offers guests a large sunpad, a
corner bar, and awnings at both the forward and after end of the
pool for maximum flexibility. Panthers maybe black in their
wild feline habitat but Nadine Billal’s vision was for an all-gray
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TO MEET ABS CLASS
REQUIREMENTS
BENETTI CONSTRUCTED
HEAVY PANTOGRAPH
FORWARD DOORS FOR
THE OWNER'S SUITE,
THEY PROVIDE FLOOR
TO CEILING LIGHT AND
ACCESS TO THE PRIVATE
SOLARIUM ABOVE.

FROM THE BRIDGE…

CPT. ALEX GREENSON
PANTHERA’S CAPTAIN

MY PANTHERA BENETTI 155’
We hear your route to the captain’s
chair was an interesting one, starting
as a chef rather than deckhand?
It was fairly unique. I joined Quo Vadis, a
100’ Broward motor yacht in Newport R.I.
and immediately sailed for Hyannis Port,
the summer home of the Kennedys. Little
did I realise at the time I might meet the
famous family. Imagine my surprise when
next morning, we picked them up as charter
guests! John F. Kennedy Jr., his Aunt Ethel,
and a number of other members of the
illustrious family became the first to eat my
food cooked in that yacht’s little galley.
Quite a first day! So which
yacht was your first command?
I got my first Captain’s job when I was 33,
commanding the 100’ Camper and
Nicholson ketch, Aile Blanche. She was a
magnificent vessel designed by Charles
Ernest Nicholson for a man called Rene
Cambastet and was first launched at
Gosport in the UK during 1939. Constructed
in white oak and teak on steel frames, she
had the powerful lines of the classic and the
good handling properties of real lady of the
sea. Since those early days some 24-years
ago I have had the privilege of working on
board some of the most beautiful yachts in
the world including the schooner America,
and yachts Tiziana, Walkabout, Artemis,
and Liberty.”
Some real classics, so have you
previously been involved in a new build?
My career in yachting has taken me all over

the world and during that time I have been
lucky enough to supervise the construction
of several yachts. This is my third, but my
first for this owner. He is close to my age,
and we get along together very well. I first
became involved with Panthera when Jens
Cornelsen contacted me in December 2011,
and asked if I would be interested in a
captaining a new build 47m, being built at
the Benetti Shipyard. He explained that at
the same time I would assume the
responsibility of the owners Azimut 86S,
which would return to her builders once the
new yacht was handed over in 2013. Shortly
after an interview with Nadine Billal I
began working for the company.
How was the build experience?
I thoroughly enjoyed the building process.
The job is great, and living in Ibiza is ideal.
Recently I attended the Benetti Yacht
Master, where I met and talked with other
captains. Most of the captains that I spoke
to told me how lucky I am. The owner plans
to use the yacht for 5-weeks a year. The
cruising plan does not change much from
his yearly routine of the smaller yacht. He
likes to use his yachts more as day boats
and specifically for going to the beach.
It’s an unusual use for such
a large yacht, what is a typical day?
The daily routine consists of him calling me
in the morning. When he calls me, we talk
about the weather, how many people he will
bring on board, and we discuss which
anchorage he wants to go to. It doesn’t
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change much from day to day. We often go
to Formentera, or we anchor off of the Blue
Marlin. Usually our anchorages are within
an hour’s motoring from the Marina in Ibiza
where we have a permanent berth. This year
we may go as far afield as Mallorca.
She’s a distinctive yacht, what
appears to garner the most attention?
The yacht is getting a lot of attention from
those visiting the marina as Panthera is
brand new, and her design and color attract
attention. Her interior design is unique and
very fitting for her life here in Ibiza. The
reaction of the owner and his guests has
been very positive. Everyone enjoys being
on board her. The disco facilities appear to
be a primary attraction and it is fun to see it
in full swing, with smoke machine flooding
the dance floor with the atmospheric smoke
One attraction, to say the least, are the
dancing poles, but they rarely get used.
Hopefully that will change this year.
In practical terms, what has impressed or
disappointed you most about Panthera?
It has to be the ability for crew and guests
to circulate around the yacht without
interfering with each other that is most
impressive. The movement and spaces are
very well thought out. The crew can do what
they need to do, without ever being
invasive. The guests are aware the crew is
on-hand to wait on them but seldom see
them arrive or depart. It’s a nice feature and
one that fits in well with good superyacht
operating techniques.

hull. When she saw the renderings however she realized she had
given the yacht the look of a warship, where the only missing
elements were the guns and the hull numbering. Thought then
turned to a customized silver color from DuPont, which possesses
metallic qualities. The choice works well and complements the use
of the gray deck caulking that has been used on the teak decks
instead of the more traditional black. Project Manager Max Riedl
was however quite definite about his choice of paint supplier. He
said, “Having had a poor relationship with a paint manufacturer
during the build of Eclipse we chose to involve DuPont marine. We
have found their all-silver coating to be superb, indeed contrary to
popular belief that metallic paints are hard to repair we have had
proof positive in the operation of Panthera that with this DuPont
coating the exact opposite is true.”
From a performance point of view, Panthera is faithful to her name,
sleek, lightweight and fast. While at 155’ in length, the yacht’s
aluminum construction means it only displaces 340 tons, a feature
which, when combined with the narrow and elongated semidisplacement hull, delivers a superior performance even at the cost
of losing space below the waterline. The yacht has a maximum
speed of 24-knots with a fuel consumption of 360Gph, a 22-knot
cruising speed, and a range of 3,400 miles at the more economical
speed of 12-knots.
Refined yet never opulent Panthera is perhaps the most luxurious
of day boats. She has been designed as a very private yacht for
family use only and charters at this stage are not even being
considered. Benetti architects, along with family advisors and
professional project management, have worked very closely with
the Owner to clearly create and follow the vision laid down at the
outset. Their work together was largely one of subtraction, of
eliminating excesses and ostentation. The result is a superyacht
with style and beauty under an aura of pure simplicity. She has
become something far beyond a merely fashionable plaything. I
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